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SUNDAY
MORNINGS
ADULT FORUM: 10:00
SERVICE: 11:00
Childcare & Religious
Education available from
9:45 until after the service

THIS MONTH AT HOPE
Please join us for...

BREAKFAST ON THE HILL

PREACHER’S SONS

9:00 a.m. the first Sunday
of most months

A DOCUMENTARY FILM

WALKING MEDITATION

Saturday, September 15 at 3:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m. the last Sunday
of every month

Make plans now to attend a screening of the documentary Preacher’s Sons on Sunday, September 15,
at 3:00 p.m. at Hope. It has been shown on PBS, in
movie theaters, and at film festivals and houses of
worship across the country.

IN THIS ISSUE

The film chronicles five years in the life of the Stewarts, a family with two dads and five children of color,
all adopted through the Los Angeles Department of
Children and Family Services. All but the youngest had been in 12 to 15 foster homes
prior to finding their “forever family.” The preacher in the film’s title, of course, is Rev.
Greg.

Interim Minister’s Mail-

The public is invited and encouraged to attend the screening, so bring your friends!

Outreach p. 4

box p. 2
Music p. 3
Board News p. 3

Events p. 8

HOMECOMING SUNDAY

Sundays p. 9

Sunday, September 8 is our
annual HOMECOMING
SUNDAY! Be sure to wear
your Hope t-shirts for the
all-church photo!

Calendar p. 7
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Interim Minister’s Mailbox

WELCOME HOME!
By Rev. Greg Stewart

If you come to worship on Sunday morning, virtually any Sunday morning,
you’ll hear the phrase, “Welcome home!” As a redemptive community of radical
inclusion, we know the significance of place and the importance of becoming
and belonging. As our lives move too busily from obligation to opportunity, it’s
nice to have a sanctuary of the mind and spirit for the cultivation of ideas and
meaning making.

CONTACT US
Pastoral Care
Rev. Greg: greg@hopeuu.org
Care Team:
careteam@hopeuu.org

Religious Education
Tennille Wilson:
tennille@hopeuu.org
Childcare:
childcare@hopeuu.org

Music
Dr. Joseph Rivers:
joseph.rivers@hopeuu.org

Outreach

For some who cross our threshold our welcome may be the best news they have
heard all week. I know it sometimes is for me, for those two words—Welcome
home!—remind me that I am never alone, and am rarely as “lost” as I sometimes
think. From the piano’s first burst of sound to the Hymn For Going Forth’s final cadence, I am pulled out of my daily fears and into a community that seeks to know
me, fears and all. For one hour (at least), I am whole, almost holy.
This year I encourage you to make Sunday mornings at Hope Unitarian Church a
priority. It’s not about the number of members in the pews on Sunday; it’s all about
being ready for the challenges on Monday, and throughout the week. Sometimes
it’s the choir’s anthem, other times it’s a reading’s insight or a prayer’s petition. (It’s
rarely the sermon for me, given that I preach it, yet even therein serendipities may
arise.) Whatever “it” is, I’m better for having the encounter.
We begin again September 8, Homecoming Sunday. I hope you’ll continue to come
to church throughout the year. Be sure to bring along any friends who need to hear
our good news: Welcome Home! You’ll find me at the front of the line.
The joy continues,

outreach@hopeuu.org

Board
boardpresident@hopeuu.org

Church Administration/
Office

Greg

hopeuu@hopeuu.org

LET’S MEET UP!

918-481-0999
Building/Office Hours:
Monday through Friday, 9
a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.hopeuu.org

I’d like to get to know you better. Consider making an individual appointment with
me.
Invite me to your committee meeting. Meet offsite for breakfast, for lunch, or for a
walk in the park.
Stop by the church during my office hours:
Tuesday through Thursday 10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
or
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
I’m eager to see you!
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MUSIC
NEWS
By Dr. Joseph Rivers

September

September is the month when Hope’s activities and programs
start up again for the year, and we will have the added treat of
welcoming to the pulpit our interim minister, Rev. Gregory
Stewart. The choir will sing Lucy Holstedt’s rousing anthem,
“Welcome In!” for Homecoming Sunday on September 8 to
help usher in this new exciting season for Hope.
Emily Dickinson’s words, “If I can stop one heart from breaking, I shall not live in vain. .
. .: Mark Patterson’s beautiful anthem, entitled “If,” is one of the choir’s featured anthems for September. The message is, by standing alongside one another during loss
and pain, we can sustain one another and help bring healing to others and to the hurting world around us.

Birthdays
Joe Monroe 4th
Jakob Levine 10th
Laura Reiman 11th
Emily Gregory 12th
Kim Rauh 13th
Robert Billings 15th
Sue Forney 15th
Joseph Rivers 17th
Angelica Anrig 20th
Meredith Miller 26th

We look forward to singing these and other anthems and songs during the month of
September as we continue along life’s journey together.
Joseph Rivers, Ph.D.
Director of Music
joseph.rivers@hopeuu.org

Are you
receiving our email

BOARD NEWS

communications?

By James Donovan, President of the Board
of Trustees

If you aren't receiving Highlights, Focus, or churchwide
announcements by email,
you might be missing out!

In mid-August, the Hope Board of Trustees
had a retreat at Holway Point on Grand Lake.
We appreciate Marcia Holway Schaefer,
Sherrill Womeldorff, & Lee Ann Cole hosting
us there.

You can sign up for any of
these on our website here:

At the retreat, the Trustees set goals for this church year (in no particular order):
• Activating the Right Relations Team to evaluate many of our church policies.
• Transitioning our Nominating Committee to a Leadership Development Team.
• Evaluating our church committee structure and considering changes.
• Hiring a Director of Congregational Life who will help integrate visitors and new
members into the congregation, retain our current members, work with our Care
Team, and develop new opportunities for fellowship.
• Working toward repairing our roof, parking lot, and road.
• Becoming more involved in oversight of children’s & youth policies & curriculum.
• Improving our publicity and use of social media.
• Charging the congregation to narrow its social justice focus by concentrating on
one or more of the three Actions of Immediate Witness that were affirmed at the
UUA’s General Assembly in June.
The Board of Trustees has already begun working on some of these issues and we
will keep you updated on our progress. For some of the goals, we are still setting
measurable outcomes.
If you have any questions, suggestions or concerns that you’d like to share with the
Board of Trustees, please contact me at boardpresident@hopeuu.org.
3

http://hopeuu.org/blog/
newsletter/
You can also call the church
at 918.481.0999 or email us
at hopeuu@hopeuu.org to
be added to any of our email
lists.

SEPTEMBER'S
GENEROSITY
RECIPIENT
September’s Generosity
recipient is Iron Gate.

Iron Gate’s mission is feeding hungry people every
day. They operate a soup
kitchen, a grocery pantry,
and a kids’ pantry.
In 1978, three Trinity Episcopal Church parishioners
stepped outside a men’s
Bible class to make a homeless man a sandwich. The
ministry grew and the word
on the street spread: “If
you’re hungry, go to the
church with the iron gate.”
Iron Gate separated legally
from the church and became its own 501(c)3 organization in 1984. Since
opening, Iron Gate has never turned anyone away who
was hungry. For many years
Iron Gate was located in the
basement of Trinity Episcopal Church, but recently
opened a new facility at 501
W. Archer.

OUTREACH
NEWS
By Mary Newman
Donation of Gap Pack Funds
In the spring of 2016 the Criminal Justice
Outreach Program at All Souls Unitarian
Church partnered with other churches and
agencies to initiate the Gap Pack Program. A gap pack was a Ziploc bag containing basic essential items such as bottled water, a snack, socks, a thermal blanket, etc. They were intended to provide
basic resources to help those in need in
their first 24 hours out of jail. People were
being released from David L Moss Correctional Facility at all hours of the day and
night. They were released in all types of
weather and often with no resources or
places to go. In September 2016, Hope
helped with this program by purchasing
250 Mylar blankets and donating $150.00
for bus tokens. This was financed by donations from the Hope congregation and
money from the Outreach budget.In 2017
Outreach raised funds for the items for a
months supply of gap packs on the online
crowdfunding site Faithify and also donations from Hope's congregation. Soon after the money was raised the program was
put on hold. Homeless people were coming into the jail and taking several gap
packs at a time so that the bags were not
available for newly released inmates. The

jail was unable to find a more secure location to store the gap packs and the program was never reinstated. The funds
have been in escrow since then.
In August the Outreach Committee donated the $813 in the Gap Pack Fund to the
Kiosk Program at New Sanctuary Network /Tulsa. This is an interfaith organization of local citizens committed to the dignity and respect of persons without documents. Their goal is to keep Tulsa residents from wholesale deportation. The
New Sanctuary Kiosk Program is geared
towards those undocumented immigrants
who have been incarcerated at David L.
Moss Correctional Facility. About $40.00
is put in an undocumented immigrant’s
account at the jail. This allows the inmate
to make phone calls and buy toiletries. If
the person is deported the remaining
amount is put on a debit card that the undocumented immigrant can take with him
or her. Outreach felt using the Gap Pack
funds in this way best honored the spirit of
raising the money for the Gap Packs.
Thank you to everyone who generously
donated to this program in 2017, making
this donation to New Sanctuary Network /
Tulsa possible.

July Generosity
Resonance, our plate recipient for July, is a nonprofit supporting women challenged
by the criminal justice system by promoting their well being and self sufficiency. The
July plate collection for Resonance was $852.00. Our Generosity collection averages
about $1,300.00, but at times does drop below $1,000. Outreach decided to take
$148.00 from the Fair Trade reserve and add it to the July plate collections so we are
able to donate a total of $1000.00 to Resonance. Much appreciation to Hope’s accountant, Rebecca Jones, for this recommendation. Thank you to everyone who purchases from our Fair Trade Cart for making this donation to Resonance possible.
Fair Trade (Equal Exchange)
Equal Exchange (EE) is a Fair Trade organization that buys
directly from small-scale farmer cooperatives, owned and run
by the farmers themselves. The farmers are paid above market prices for their crops. This enables them to support their
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families and invest in their communities, while also farming in a sustainable way that
protects the environment. The coffee is shade-grown, protecting forest cover and habitat for migratory birds and other wildlife.
The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) Coffee Project is a collaboration between EE and the UUSC to involve more Unitarians in supporting small farmers
around the world. For each pound of fairly traded coffee, chocolate, tea, and food purchased through the UUSC Coffee Project, 20 cents per pound goes to the UUSC
Small Farmer Fund.
Outreach’s Fair Trade cart in the Fellowship Hall has a variety of coffee, cocoa and
chai tea ordered from Equal Exchange. When the weather cools, Outreach will order
the delicious chocolate bars. Check out the website at www.equalexchange.org and
let us know if you would like us to order a particular product. Email Mary Newman at
outreach@hopeuu.org or find her contact information in the church directory.

FEED THE HOMELESS
In August our Feed the Homeless crew served 154 plates. Mary and Joe Newman
did the Friday shopping, and Maggie Scott did the pre-cooking. Cooks were Brandy
Morgan, Eddie Humphries, Rich Jackson, and Mary Baird, led by Linda Tracy.
Anita Ward led the team of servers, including Ryan Saylor, William Saylor, Tracy
Winn, Guy and Judy Sims, Gail Hawk, and Janet Nobles. Thanks to all of you for
doing this important work!
Our Feed the Homeless program is on the third Saturday of every month. Cooks meet
at Hope at 2:30 to prepare the meal; servers meet at the Tulsa Day Center for the
Homeless at 5:30 to serve. If you’d like to participate, please sign up on the bulletin
board by the kitchen or call the church at 918.481.0999.

MacArthur Elementary School
There is always a big demand at MacArthur Elementary School, Hope's
partner in education, for
reading partners, bike club
or backpack distribution
volunteers. We have several Reading Partners volunteers at Hope who
would be happy to talk
about their experience. If
you are interested or have
questions, you can see
their website at
www.readingpartners.org.
If you have questions
about volunteering at MacArthur, please email Mary
Newman at
outreach@hopeuu.org or
find her contact information
in the church directory.

SPECIAL THANKS
Thanks go out this month to
Sherrill Womeldorff for trimming the trees
and other plants along the road up the Hill,
and for cleaning out the outdoor tool shed.
He has done many other things that we don’t
even notice that make our church a nicer
(and safer) place to be. Thanks, Sherrill!
Thanks to our waterers, who keep our plants
thriving even in the hottest weather. Mary
Newman, Corrie Dorman, Maggie Scott,
Alice Van Wormer, Gail Hawk, and Nancy
Hamill: thank you!
Thanks to some of our recent RE helpers:
Deborah Whittaker, Janet Nobles, LeeAnn
Tolle, Mary Baird, Lenny Hope, and
Carmen Kinsey. We could still use some
baby-rockers and toddler-entertainers; if
you’re interested, contact Tennille.

CARE TEAM CORNER
If you are an older adult member of
Hope Church, you might consider volunteering with the children in RE. Research shows that “inter-generational”
connections between older adults and
children have positive effects for both
groups and for the community at large.
Scholars DeVore, Winchell & Rowe
(2016) wrote, “Children have developmental and educational needs, and
so do older adults. When people of all ages share their talents, support
each other, and forge meaningful connections, both individuals and communities benefit.” Don’t take the Care Team’s word for it: academic research (by Galbraith, Larkin, Moorhouse & Oomen, 2015) shows what
we might guess to be true: older adults working with children show
changes in their perceptions of aging and dementia, behavior, mood,
engagement and sense of self. And children show equally impressive
gains. So join in the fun at RE!
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HOPE’S ANNUAL AUCTION –
NOVEMBER 9, 2019
Mark your calendar! Hope’s 2019 Auction is November 9th. This is a fun evening with good food and fellowship, but most important, it is Hope’s most important fundraising event of the year. Your reservation fee buys you dinner, drinks and a bid card. More information about reservations will be coming soon.
Your donations and participation make the Auction successful, so put your imagination and your creativity to work. Here
are the different categories.
Live Auction – These are the “big-ticket” items. Past offerings that have been popular were dinners and parties, vacation
homes, basket weaving and other unique classes. Do you like to cook, entertain? Have access to something else that
you believe would be popular?
Sign-up Parties – These are events and parties that are typically more casual and reasonably affordable. You, as the
host, set the price and the number of participants, with these being sold on a first-come, first serve basis. This is the third
year for these obviously popular events that have in past years included more dinners and parties, a dive bar tour, painting classes and others.
Gift Card Pull – For a $20 fee, you can pull a gift card worth that much or more. Past years’ offerings have been gift
cards from restaurants, home improvement stores, and others ranging from a value of $20 to $50. These cards have
gone quickly.
Silent Auction – These are the smaller items and frequently include jewelry, handcrafts, housewares, etc. We ask that
these be new or gently used items that are unique and will be attractive to our participants.
The auction offers something for everyone’s budget. Please mark your calendar to attend and put your thinking cap on
for what you could donate. Ask for donations at your favorite restaurant or business. Often they are glad to do this, and
we will recognize them in the program.
More information about reservations and how to make a donation will be coming out soon. For questions, contact
Claudia Vandiver at auction@hopeuu.org or look her up in the church directory.

RIZE UP

Roy’s songs have been heard on HBO
and Showtime, and his videos have garnered tens of millions of views. He has
recorded for Warner/Reprise RecOnce again we welcome singer/
songwriter Roy Zimmerman to Hope, on ords. He's shared stages with Bill Maher, Ellen DeGeneres, Holly Near, Robin
October 8 at 7 p.m. Tickets are $22, or
Williams, Arlo Guthrie, John Oliver, Kate
pay what you can.
Clinton and George Carlin, and tours the
Here’s how Roy describes his show:
country constantly with his wife and co“In the current national nightmare, we
writer Melanie Harby.”
need to laugh. And we need to hope. Roy
Here are some of his songs:
Zimmerman’s signature blend of heart
and hilarity has never been more neces- “Thoughts and Prayers”
sary. RiZe Up is ninety minutes of Roy
“Defenders of Marriage”
Zimmerman’s original songs, a funny and
“The Don”
forceful affirmation of Peace and Social
Justice.

"My Vote, My Voice, My Right”
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SEPTEMBER EVENTS

WEEKLY EVENTS
Brown Bag Lunch, every
Thursday at 11:30
Join us for conversation
and fellowship!

COMING UP
Roy Zimmerman “RiZe
Up” concert, Oct. 8th (read
more)
Death Café, Oct. 25th
Hope’s Annual Auction,
Nov. 9 (read more)

Supper Club
If you were in Supper Club
as of last May and plan to
participate, great! If you do
not plan to participate,
please let Coe McGinley
know. We have a waiting
list of people eager to fill
up the tables!
All hosting spots are filled
through October. Hosts
and hostesses open their
homes, plan the mail, fix
the entrée, and call their
guest list (which Coe gives
them). Each guest brings
food to complement the
entrée. Spirits (red and
white wine), soft drinks,
and coffee (regular and
decaf) are served. Childcare is available at
Hope—even if your dinner
is in someone’s home—by
emailing
childcare@hopeuu.org at
least SEVEN days in advance.

Monday, Sept. 2
Labor Day

Tuesday, Sept. 3
Outreach meeting, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 5

and conversations. If you're a new member or visitor to Hope, come by and we'll
get acquainted. It’s not just knit and crochet—bring along any kind of fiber art!
Looking forward to seeing everyone.
Deborah Whittaker & Carrie Muzika

Women of Hope, 6 p.m.
What a fun summer! Having our salad
suppers in the homes of our members was
a “cool” adventure. We’re ready to open
our fall program season Thursday, September 5th, back at the church in the Fellowship Hall. We’ll have our social time at
6:00 p.m., dine on your potluck offering at
6:30 p.m., and begin the program at 7:00
p.m. Bring a couple of dollars if you want
to share the wine.

Movie Night, 7 p.m.
Our September movie is the rock opera
Jesus Christ Superstar. It tells the story of
the last days of the life of Jesus through
the music of Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd
Weber. This 1973 movie received one Oscar nomination for Best Music, and a number of Golden Globe nominations. If you
enjoy good music, come and join us on
Sept. 10. We usually start the movie
around 7:10, and free drinks and popcorn
are always available.

Please bring feminine products for the ladies at the Tulsa Day Center for the
Homeless.

Saturday, Sept. 14

Our presenter for the evening will be
Nancy Van Winkle, from the OSU College
of Osteopathic Medicine. You amy recognize Nancy’s name, as she is the wife of
our member Gary Van Winkle. Nancy has
her PhD in sociology from the University of
Kentucky. She has been at OSU since
1991, where she is currently a professor of
behavioral sciences. In addition to teaching first and second-year medical students, she is the director of the Senior
Mentor Program. Nancy will share the specifics of the program and how we might
become engaged.

Sunday, Sept. 8
HOMECOMING SUNDAY (read more)

Tuesday, Sept. 10
Threads of Hope, 11:30 a.m.
"Hot time, summer in the city..." It's been a
warm one. We'll pick up our needles again
on September 10 at 11:30 in the Log Cabin and catch up on our activities during
summer break. Bring a sack lunch, if you’d
like. We have a fun time with our projects
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Supper Club, 6 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 15
Screening of Preacher’s Sons, 3:00 p.m.
(read more)

Tuesday, Sept. 17
Finance Committee, 6 p.m.
Executive Committee, 7:15 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 18
Focus deadline
Lunch Bunch, 11:30 a.m.
This month the Hope Lunch Bunch will
meet at PF Chang’s, located in Utica
Square on 21st Street. Join us for friendly
conversation and good food. This month
please respond to Eddie Humphreys if
you plan to attend.

Saturday, Sept. 21
Feed the Homeless

Tuesday, Sept. 24
Threads of Hope, 11:30 a.m.
Board Meeting, 7 p.m.

SUNDAYS THIS MONTH AT HOPE
SUNDAY, SEPT. 1
NO Breakfast on the Hill this month
Adult Forum: Generosity Recipient
Sermon: What Is the Point? (Rev. Debra
Garfinkel)

SUNDAY, SEPT. 8
HOMECOMING SUNDAY
Cereal Sunday
Adult Forum: Committee/Programs Fair
Sermon: Making Life Matter (Rev. Greg
Stewart)
As we begin the opening of the church
year on Homecoming Sunday, we’ll consider what it means to live a meaningful
life and why it matters. As the great poet
Mary Oliver once asked, “Are you living
just a little, and calling it a life? I’ll offer
concrete ways to break through the barriers that can hold us back and change the
ending of our stories.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 15
Adult Forum: Hope Foundation
Sermon: Making Loss Matter (Rev. Greg
Stewart)

KEY PERSON SCHEDULE

Life presents no certainties. Loss looms
unexpectedly. How do we begin again
when trouble strikes? We’ll hear from
some unlikely voices: Gabriel Faure, Gary
Larson, Alexander Dumas, and the
Kotzker Rebbe, to name a few. Even loss
can matter and we’ll explore ways to find
meaning in the midst of pain and suffering.

9/2—9/8: TBD
9/9—9/15: James Donovan
9/16—9/22: David Lynn
9/24—9/29: TBD
Please call the church to
find out who is on key duty
for your event.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 22
Policy for function
organizers

Adult Forum: SO Smartmeter Radiology
Test (Rich Jackson/B. Geary)
Sermon: In the Interim (Rev. Greg Stewart) What does an interim minister do?
Why does Hope Church need one? What
is the congregation’s role, the staff’s role,
and the minister’s role during an interim
period? Interim ministry starts at the end
and ends at the beginning. Sound confusing? It needn’t be. Together, we’ll explore
the meaning and purpose of being in the
interim.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 29
Walking Meditation

•

First determine if someone attending your
function can open the
building.

•

Find out if the church
will be open/closed for
another event at the
same time as yours.

•

If no one is available
and you need entry,
contact a Key Person or
the church a few days
in advance of the event.

Adult Forum: UU Common Read

Are you following us

Sermon: TBD

on Facebook?

FOCUS SUBMISSIONS
Send all submissions to hopeuu@hopeuu.org with “Focus” in the subject line. The
deadline for Focus submissions is the Wednesday before the last Wednesday of
the month. Exceptions may be made for coverage of events that take place after
the deadline, but before the end of the month. For the October Focus, the deadline
is September 18.
Submissions may be made in the body of an email, or in Word or a similar text format. No PDFs, please. Please remember to keep the content short enough to fit on
half a page or less within a newsletter. All content is subject to revision and formatting.
This month’s contributors were Rev. Greg Stewart, Dr. Joseph Rivers, James
Donovan, Deborah Whittaker, Mary Newman, Coe McGinley, Larry Vandiver,
Claudia Vandiver, Anita Ward, and Lynn Walters. Thanks to all of our terrific
Focus contributors! It wouldn’t exist without you.
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We post events and other
church news there, as well
as photos and even an occasional video! We’d love to
connect with you.
https://www.facebook.com/
HopeUnitarianChurch/
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Rick Eagleton, VP of Finance and Planning
Christy Levine, VP of Programs
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Dr. Joseph Rivers, Director of Music,
joseph.rivers@hopeuu.org
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