
    From the Study
     

I note with interest the recent Federal Court Decision about the FCC
and dirty words.  It is no accident that freedom of speech is number one
in the Bill of Rights.  It is a right that has my whole hearted support.  The
decision, however, does not mean that George Carlin’s famous “Seven
Dirty Words” will now become prominent features of radio and television.
The court recognized there is a right to regulate the content of speech
provided it is done carefully.  The Court’s specific action was to overturn
the FCC’s existing policy not because it had no right to regulate, but
because its existing policy was too vague.  The court did caution,
however, that any regulation of speech – even when there is no hint of
the attempt to suppress any particular opinion – is suspect.  
    
    But the ability to regulate speech on a limited basis stands; and I
agree with that conclusion.  I agree because “rights” do not exist in a
vacuum.  For example, in our faith tradition we uphold the “free” pulpit
and the “free” pew.  I always speak of them together because they are
inseparable.  A church without a “free” pulpit will not have a “free” pew –
and vice versa.  You can’t have one without the other.  The same goes
for freedom of speech.  It does not exist in a vacuum.  With it comes the
concomitant obligation to use it wisely and not to abuse it by speaking
hatefully.  One may have the “right” to speak hatefully, but that doesn’t
make it right.  Out of an abundance of caution and because of the
importance of free speech, even hateful speech is legally protected
provided it does not cross the line into overt advocacy of illegal behavior.

   The formal/legalistic regulation of rights such as freedom of speech
and religion is perilous.  Ideally, people regulate themselves.  When such
self-regulation becomes the norm, freedom becomes the norm.  Let us,
therefore, use our freedom wisely.  To paraphrase an old saying, “Let us
speak the truth and practice our religion with love.”  

For the free church,
                   
                                  
                                  
                               
                                  Jack Bryant
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Hope's Vision
Seeking Truth, Sharing Love

Within - Among - Beyond

Hope's Mission
Supporting the free and responsible

search for truth and meaning;
Teaching the history and traditions

of Unitarianism;
Promoting and defending freedom

of thought;
Celebrating life's passages;

Serving the larger community with
justice and compassion.

Hope's Values
Reason - Integrity - Tolerance

Hope Unitarian Church
8432 S. Sheridan Road

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74133-4137
(918) 481-0999
www.hopeuu.org

hopeuu@hopeuu.org

Office Hours
9.00 a.m. - 2 p.m. Mon -Thurs

(And by Appointment)

Need to talk to the Minister?         Office:  481-0999  Home: 747-5291
Cell:    406-8809  jbryant@hopeuu.org

Sundays At Hope 

August 1 & August 8

Adult Religious Education - 10-10:45 am - Sanctuary (Great Hall)
Religious Education for Children and Youth - see inside

Worship 11-11:55 am - Sanctuary (Great Hall )

August 1
"Dirty Words"

Sermon by Rev. Jack D. Bryant 

August 8
"MrsMalaprop"

Sermon by Rev. Jack D. Bryant 

The Wayside Pulpit
When one tugs at a single thing
in nature, he finds it attached to
the rest of the world. ~John Muir


